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two friends grinned at each other for joy, one for his own good
fortune and the other for the happiness of his friend.
Henceforward Yin supplied all her wants and never stinted any-
thing that struck her fancy. He visited her every day. They took
great pleasure in each other's company and in their intimacy but
they never exceeded the bounds of propriety. Realizing how much
he loved her, Jenshih said to him one day, "I am grateful to you
for your love and kindness and I wish I could repay you, however
unworthy I am. Though I cannot give myself to you because I am
pledged to Cheng Liu, yet perhaps there are things that I can do
to show my gratitude. As I am a native of Changan and come from
a family of professional entertainers, I have many cousins much
favored by men, besides many acquaintances in the profession. If
there is any one among these that you have desired in vain, I shall
undertake to bring her to you."
"That would be wonderful," Yin said, and asked her if she knew
of a certain milliner by the name of Chang whom he had seen and
liked. "She is one of my cousins," Jenshih said. "It will be easy to
get her." And indeed in about ten days she brought her to him.
When after a few months he grew tired of her and sent her
away, Jenshih said to him, "It is so little trouble to secure women
of the market place. I should like to have an opportunity to exercise
my abilities in a more difficult task. If there is any one that you
fancy but have put out of your mind because she is inaccessible,
name her, and I shall try my best." Yin said, "While visiting the
Chien Fu Temple with some friends during the Clear Bright
Festival, I observed, at a musicale that General Tiac* Mien was
giving, a skeng player of striking beauty. She was just about twice
eight and had not yet done up her hair. Do you know her?"
Jenshih answered, "She is the general's favorite and her mother is
one of my cousins. I can get her for you." Yip. bowed to her in
gratitude.
Thereafter she began to visit the Tiao mansion frequendy and
when about a month later Yin asked her how she was progressing
in her scheme, she asked him for two bolts of silk for a bribe.
These he gave to her, and two days later as Jenshih and Yin were